
 BOISE FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 

 M E M O R A N D U M  

 

TO:  Susan Riggs, PDS 

FROM: Mark Senteno 

SUBJECT: CUP09-00017 

DATE:  April 13, 2009 

 

 

 

The Boise Fire Department has reviewed and can approve the application subject to compliance 

with all following code requirements and conditions of approval.  Any deviation from this plan is 

subject to Fire Department approval.  Please note that unless stated otherwise this memo 

represents requirements of the International Fire Code as adopted and amended by Ordinance 

6308.   

 

Code Requirement: 

Fire Department vehicular access shall be provided to within 150' of all portions of the non-

sprinklered buildings.  Dead end roads are prohibited from exceeding 750 feet.  These distances 

can be increased somewhat for sprinklered buildings but exact distances are on a case-by-case 

basis.  All Fire Department access roads, fire lanes, bridges, and gates are to be a minimum of 20' 

wide with 13' 6" overhead clearance, shall be capable of supporting 75,000 lbs GVW (25,000 lbs 

per axle), and shall be paved.  Fire Department access roads and fire lanes shall have a minimum 

outside turning radius of 48' with an inside radius of 28'.  Aerial fire apparatus roads shall have a 

minimum unobstructed width of 26 feet in the immediate vicinity of any building or portion of 

building more than 30 feet in height, and at least one of the required access routes meeting this 

condition shall be located within a minimum of 15 feet and a maximum of 30 feet from the 

building, and shall be positioned parallel to one entire side of the building.  Any dead-end road in 

excess of 150' needs a Fire Department approved turnaround.  No grade may exceed 10% (please 

note that fire apparatus are designed for a maximum 6% grade).  Width and turning radius 

measurements specified by this paragraph can include those surfaces vehicles generally drive 

upon.  Specifically, gutter and rolled curb are generally considered useable, while vertical curb or 

sidewalks are not.   

 

Comments: 

 

Condition of Approval: 

Fire Department vehicular access shall be provided to within 150' of all portions of the non-

sprinklered buildings. 

 

Code Requirement: 

For streets having a width less than 36 feet back of curb to back of curb parking shall be 

restricted on (1) one side; for streets having a width less than 29 feet back of curb to back of curb 



parking shall be restricted on both sides; and for standard ACHD cul-de-sacs parking shall be 

restricted on both sides.  A note on the face of the final plat is required noting the parking 

restriction prior to signing of the final plat by the Boise City Engineer.  In addition, No Parking 

signs shall be installed in accordance with the requirements of the IFC.   

 

Comments: 

 

Condition of Approval: 

  

Code Requirement: 

Fire hydrant location and distribution shall meet requirements of International Fire Code 

Appendix C.  

 

Comments: 

No fire hydrants have been noted.  In the absence of information on existing hydrants it appears 

that one or more new hydrant may/will be needed.  However, we reserve the right to modify 

requirements as more information comes to light.  Variables affecting hydrant numbers and 

location include, but are not limited to, area, construction type, existing hydrants, accuracy of 

information provided in the application, strategic location for fire fighting forces, and required 

fire flow.  New hydrants must be "non-private" installations.   

 

Occupancy change may require installation of approved automatic sprinkler system. 

 

Condition of Approval: 

 

General Requirement: 

Fire Department required fire hydrants, access, and street identification shall be installed prior to 

construction or storage of combustible materials on site.  Provisions may be made for temporary 

access and identification measures.   

 

Specific building construction requirements of the International Building Code, International Fire 

Code, and Boise City Code will apply.  However, these provisions are best addressed by a 

licensed Architect at building permit application.   

 

Please feel free to have the applicant contact Mark Senteno, 384-3967  

 

cc: File 


